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CONFIDENTIAL VIENTIANE 0337 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: ETRN EAID CH LA 

SUBJECT: PRC TO START CONSTRUCTION ON ROAD TO LUANG PRABANG 
REF A 76 VIENTIANE 0304, B VIENTIANE 308 

1 . THE LAO VERNACULAR NEWSPAPER "VIENTIANE MAI" FEBRUARY 
16 REPORTED THAT PRC AID EXPERTS HAD FINISHED SURVEYING 
FOR A110 KILOMETER ROAD FROM NAM BAK TO LUANG PRABANG 
AND THAT ACTUAL CONSTRUCTION WOULD BEGIN IN EARLY MARCH 
AT THE LATEST AND BE COMPLETED WITHIN TWO YEARS. 

2. THE NEWSPAPER CARRIED AN INTERVIEW WITH VET KHAYKHAM- 
PHITHOUNE, DIRECTOR OF COMMUNICATIONS IN THE MINISTRY OF 
COMMUNICATIONS, PUBLIC WORKS AND TRANSPORTATION, WHO HAD 
JUST RETURNED FROM A TRIP TO LUANG PRABANG WITH PRC 
CHARGE SU SHENG. VET SAID THAT THE ROAD WOULD BE 12 
METERS WIDE WITH A 300 METER CEMENT BRIDGE OVER THE 

NAM KHANE RIVER AT ITS MOUTH (BETWEEN THE AIRPORT AND 
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TOWN OF LUANG PRABANG). HE ADDED THAT 300 PERMANENT 
LAO WORKERS AND OVER 1,000 OTHER "MOVABLE" ONES WOULD 
TAKE PART IN THE CONSTRUCTION. 

3. VET NOTED THAT LEEE MANG VEUN (PHONETIC TRANSLATION) 

WAS HEAD OF THE PRC SURVEY TEAM. 
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4. THE ARTICLE CONCLUDED THAT THE PRC HAD ALREADY 
BUILT A LAO-CHINESE "FRIENDSHIP ROAD" FROM PHONGSALY 
PROVINCE ON THE PRC BORDER TO NAM BAK IN UDOMSAY 
PROVINCE. 

5. COMMENT: THE PRC SEVERAL YEARS AGO OFFERED TO BUILD 
THE ROAD FROM LUANG PRABANG TO NAM BAK AS A MAJOR PART 
OF ITS AID PROGRAM TO THE PREVIOUS COALITION 
GOVERNMENT. 

CORCORAN 
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